Nontuberculous mycobacterial infections in pediatric acute leukemia.
We report on 3 children undergoing treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL), who developed systemic nontuberculous mycobacterial (NTM) infections. All 3 patients were treated successfully with 5 months or less of antimicrobial therapy and completed their chemotherapy with no further recurrence of their NTM infection. NTM infections in some children with ALL may be successfully treated with antimicrobial agents without necessarily compromising the ALL treatment. The optimal duration of therapy for NTM remains unclear, but may be shorter than previously reported.